
WORSHIP:  THE ONLY 

KNOWN CURE FOR 

IDOLATRY 



This is Water 

• There are these two young fish swimming along, and they 

happen to meet an older fish swimming the other way, 

who nods at them and says, 

• ―Morning, boys, how's the water?‖  

• And the two young fish swim on for a bit, and then 

eventually one of them looks over at the other and goes, 

―What the [heck] is water?‖ 



What is Idolatry? 

• Exodus 32:1-14 

• "Now when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down 
from the mountain, the people assembled about Aaron and 
said to him, ―Come, make us a god who will go before us; as 
for this Moses, the man who brought us up from the land of 
Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.‖ 

• What is the nature of idolatry?  What is it, at its core? 

• Finding something to put in our field of vision to worship 
instead of God. 

• Worship is our "default setting." We were created to worship: 

• Acts 17:26-27 From one man he made all the nations, that they 
should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out their 
appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands. 27 
God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach 
out for him and find him, though he is not far from any one of 
us. 

 



What is Idolatry? 

• Acts 17:28-29  "Being then the children of God, we ought 

not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or 

stone, an image formed by the art and thought of man. 30 

Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God 

is now declaring to men that all people everywhere should 

repent…" 



What is Idolatry? 

• Because of the fall, we are prone to put ourselves or 

things in the place of God. 

• In the case of the Israelites, they tried to replace the glory 

of god with a golden calf. 

• Much of the idolatry in ancient times was an attempt to 

marshal some sort of control over life's events. 

• With idolatry, we basically ignore who God is and what 

He's done, and move on to something else more 

immediately gratifying. 

• Even "spiritual" experiences can be quickly replaced by 

raw carnality if our worship is not directed towards Christ. 

 

 



What is Idolatry? 

• ―Idolatry isn’t just one of many sins; rather it’s the one 

great sin that all others come from. So if you start 

scratching at whatever struggle you’re dealing with, 

eventually you’ll find that underneath it is a false god. Until 

that god is dethroned, and the Lord God takes his rightful 

place, you will not have victory…." 

• -Kyle Idleman, Gods at War:  Defeating the Idols that 

Battle for your Heart 

 

 



This Is Idolatry 

• Acts 14:8-20 

• Even well intended people/religious people can be 

enslaved to their idols. 

• Misguided good intentions can become their own idol, 

leading people further away from Christ. 

• The Bible teaches that an idol need not be a physical 

object like a graven image: 

• Colossians 3:5- "Put to death, therefore, whatever 

belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, 

lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry." 

 



This Is Idolatry 

• Ephesians 5:5- "For of this you can be sure: No immoral, 

impure or greedy person—such a person is an idolater—

has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God." 

• Idolatry of the heart is so serious, that it will keep us out of 

the kingdom of heaven. 

• Idolatry says, "God, I want this thing more than I want 

you.  I value this thing more than I value your commands.  

I will follow this thing even though you have told me that it 

will lead to destruction." 

 



This is Idolatry 

• "What you are searching for and chasing after reveals the 

God that is winning the war in your heart."  

• -Kyle Idleman, Gods at War:  Defeating the Idols that 

Battle for your Heart 

 

 



A Thought Experiment 

• What if you were forced to make the following choice? 

•   If you continue living as a Christian,  you must make the 

following concession: 

•You can never have sex. 

•Or… 
 



A Thought Experiment 

•You must live on half of your 

current income for the rest of 

your life. 
 



A Thought Experiment 

•You must move into an dwelling 

1/3 the size of your current 

place and reside there 

permanently. 



A Thought Experiment 

•You can never eat anything that 

contains sugar. 
 



A Thought Experiment 

•You are never allowed to drive 

or ride in a car. 
 



A Thought Experiment 

•You can never leave your home 

town for the rest of your life. 
 



A Thought Experiment  

•You will work a menial job 

with no opportunity for 

advancement for the rest of 

your life. 



A Thought Experiment 

•You can never watch or follow 

any professional sport. 
 



A Thought Experiment 

•You are forbidden to in any way 

assert your intellect into a 

conversation. 



A Thought Experiment 

•You may not listen to music, 

read literature, or expose 

yourself to other forms of art. 



A Thought Experiment 

•You can never have a cell 

phone. 

 



A Thought Experiment 

•You can never again work 

out or lift weights. 
 



A Thought Experiment 

•You can never again get on the 

internet. 
 



A Thought Experiment 

•You can never watch another 

movie or television show. 



A Thought Experiment 

•Your kids won't ever do 

anything worth boasting about. 



A Thought Experiment 

•You must attend a church that 

you find boring. 



A Thought Experiment 

•There will not be one day for 

the rest of your life that you are 

healthy. 



A Thought Experiment 

•You can never retire. 



A Thought Experiment 

• Did any of those scenarios make you even the least bit 

uncomfortable?  Would you flinch a little before you 

conceded that you would be willing to accept them? 



Real Talk- Specific Challenges 

• Especially for youth, the old paradigms of "success" and 
"money" and "family" are not as prominent as the four areas 
listed below.  We need to reorient our language and points of 
emphasis as we disciple young people. 

 

• By contrast, these four areas seem to be dominant: 

• Technophilia   

• Pornography 

• The Entertainment Complex 

• Self-fulfillment/Self-righteousness 

 

 

• Often "The church" is no match for these things! 

 



True Worship 

• Good News for Idolaters! 

• II Chronicles 34 

• What happens in this story? 

• Josiah was eight years old when he became king, and he 
reigned thirty-one years in Jerusalem. 2 He did right in the sight 
of the Lord, and walked in the ways of his father David and did 
not turn aside to the right or to the left. 3 For in the eighth year 
of his reign while he was still a youth, he began to seek the 
God of his father David; and in the twelfth year he began to 
purge Judah and Jerusalem of the high places, the Asherim, 
the carved images and the molten images. 4 They tore down 
the altars of the Baals in his presence, and the incense altars 
that were high above them he chopped down; also the 
Asherim, the carved images and the molten images he broke in 
pieces and ground to powder and scattered it on the graves of 
those who had sacrificed to them. 

 



True Worship 

• What does it have to teach us? 

• 1.  We need to tear down the idols. 

• This is where the tough decisions need to be made! 

• Some of us have been swimming in idolatry for so long 

that we no longer think about it. 

• **Caution!  Whatever that is torn down can always be 

rebuilt.   

• This is step one, but it can't be the only step. 

• "Idol abatement" is not a long-term strategy for 

discipleship. 

 



True Worship 

• 2.  We need to engage wholeheartedly in worship.  (Rebuild 
the Temple) 

• Luke 11:33-36  ―No one, after lighting a lamp, puts it away in a 
cellar nor under a basket, but on the lampstand, so that those 
who enter may see the light. 34 The eye is the lamp of your 
body; when your eye is clear, your whole body also is full of 
light; but when it is bad, your body also is full of darkness. 35 
Then watch out that the light in you is not darkness. 36 If 
therefore your whole body is full of light, with no dark part in it, 
it will be wholly illumined, as when the lamp illumines you with 
its rays.‖ 

• Fill your eyes with the goodness of God. 

• Allow His light to move you with wonder. 

• "We worship our way into sin, and we must worship our way 
out of it." 

 



Psalm 145 

• Get to know your God! 

• Change the picture in your head. 

• Sometimes when we truly begin to appreciate who God is, 

our propensity for idols begins to fade… 

 



True Worship 

• 3.  We need to rediscover and lift up God's word to its 
proper place. 

• (You can't bury the book) 

• Psalm 119:9, 11  "How can a young man keep his way 
pure?  By living according to your word." 

• "I have hidden your word in my heart, that I might not sin 
against you." 

• Rediscover the power of biblical obedience. 

• What have you learned in your life that you have buried 
underneath a bunch of other stuff? 

• Learn to love God's word!  Make sure your household has 
a very high view of scripture. 



Some Final Thoughts 

• ―Where Is Your Sanctuary? Where do you go when you’re 

hurting? Let’s say it’s been a terrible day at the office. You 

come home and go — where? To the refrigerator for 

comfort food like ice cream? To the phone to vent with 

your most trusted friend? Do you seek escape in novels 

or movies or video games or pornography? Where do you 

look for emotional rescue? The Bible tells us that God is 

our refuge and strength, our help in times of trouble — so 

much so that we will not fear though the mountains fall 

into the heart of the sea (Ps. 46:1 – 2) 

• -Kyle Idleman, Gods at War:  Defeating the Idols that 

Battle for your Heart 



Some Final Thoughts 

• "If you are a Christian and you are dealing with enslaving 

habits, it's not enough to say, "Bad Christian, stop it." And it is 

not enough to beat yourself up or merely try harder and harder 

and harder. The real reason that you're having a problem with 

an enslaving habit is because you are not tasting God. I'm not 

talking about believing God or even obeying God, I'm saying 

tasting — tasting God. The secret to freedom from enslaving 

patterns of sin is worship. You need worship. You need great 

worship. You need weeping worship. You need glorious 

worship. You need to sense God’s greatness and to be moved 

by it — moved to tears and moved to laughter — moved by 

who God is and what he has done for you. And this needs to be 

happening all the time." 

• -Tony Reinke, "Fighting Sin with Worship" 



Questions? 

 


